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What is consciousness? What are its purpose and its origin? Awareness, wakefulness,
metacognition, subjectivity, experience, phenomenal manifestation? All through the
development of Western thinking, philosophers and scientists have been investigating
what Arthur Schopenhauer defined the “cosmic knot” (Weltknoten). The debate has since
branched out from the domain of philosophy and become central within neurosciences.
Therefore the 5° IPD/NPSA Conference aims to relating consciousness to contemporary
psychoanalysis. Theoretical and clinical psychoanalysis have extensively debated the
unconscious over the last century. However we should also debate the conscious part

of psychism - that which the patient openly brings to each session, the basics of the
affective, emotional, gestural exchanges within the therapeutic relationship. All this
conscious material is woven into the unconscious dimension - into what is procedural,
automatic, oneiric and somatic. The “Hard and Easy problem” of consciousness will be
tackled from the philosophical as well as the affective and cognitive neuroscientific point
of view, in an interdisciplinary dialogue with psychiatry, neurology, neuropsychology and
psychoanalysis. The Conference intends to contribute to this contemporary debate as
well as investigate qualitative and quantitative disorders - including minimal states - by

focusing on the complexity of consciousness.



SPEAKERS

A. DAMASIO

NEUROSCIENTIST
DIRECTOR

Brain and Creativity Institute, David Dornsife
PROF. OF PSYCHOLOGY, PHILOSOPHY, NEUROLOGY
University of Southern California, USA

D.C. DENNETT
COGNITIVE SCIENTIST
PHILOSOPHER

CO-DIRECTOR CENTER FOR COGNITIVE STUDIES
Tufts University, Medford,Massachusetts, USA

PHILOSOPHER
NEUROSCIENTIST AND PSYCHIATRIST
Canada Research Chair for Mind

BRAIN IMAGING AND NEUROETHICS

University of Ottawa Institute of Mental Health Research,

Canada

PSYCHOANALYST
South African Psychoanalytical Association

PROFESSOR OF NEUROPSYCHOLOGY
University of Cape Town, S.A.

CHAIR IPA RESEARCH COMMITTEE
CHAIR OF NPSA

M. ANTONELLI

PROF. ANESTESIOLOGIA E RIANIMAZIONE
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Roma
PRESIDENT

ESICM (European Society of Intensive Care Medicine)
DIRETTORE ANESTESIA, RIANIMAZIONE, TERAPIA
INTENSIVA E TOSSICOLOGIA CLINICA (UOC)
Policlinico Gemelli, Rome, Italy

S. DOERING
PSYCHOANALYST
Vien Psychoanalytic Association

HEAD DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOANALYSIS
AND PSYCHOTHERAPY
Medical University, Vien, Austria

G. BRUNO

PSYCHOANALYST

MEMBER

Societa Psicoanalitica Italiana, IPA - Rome, Italy
PROF. OF NEUROLOGY

La Sapienza University, Rome, Italy

F. CASTELLET Y BALLARA

NEUROLOGIST
PSYCHIATRIST
PSYCHOANALYST
FULL MEMBER

Societa Psicoanalitica Italiana, IPA - Rome, Italy

C. SPADAZZI

M.D., CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST
PSYCHOANALYST

FULL MEMBER

Societa Psicoanalitica Italiana, IPA - Rome, Italy

R. SPAGNOLO

CHILD NEUROPSYCHIATRIST
PSYCHOANALYST
FULL MEMBER

Societa Psicoanalitica Italiana, IPA - Rome, Italy



SCIENTIFIC
COMMITTEE

PROMOTING
COMMITTEE

ORGANIZING
COMMITTEE

FRANCESCO CASTELLET Y BALLARA
ANDREA CLARICI
VIRGINIA DE MICCO
STEPHAN DOERING
MAGGIORINO GENTA
VIRGINIA GIANNOTTI
SARA MICOTTI
GEORG NORTHOFF
MARK SOLMS
CLAUDIA SPADAZZI
ROSA SPAGNOLO
PAOLA VIZZIELLO
MAGGIE ZELLNER

FABIO BENINI

GIUSEPPE BRUNO

FRANCESCO CASTELLET Y BALLARA
GEREON HOPPENKAMPS
ELISABETTA MARCHIORI

CHIARA ROGORA

CLAUDIA SPADAZZI

ROSA SPAGNOLO

FRANCESCO CASTELLET Y BALLARA
CLAUDIA SPADAZZI
ROSA SPAGNOLO



PROVISIONAL
PROGRAM

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25™

MORNING

THE COMPLEXITY
OF CONSCIOUSNESS

CHAIR .
F. CASTELLET Y BALLARA

8:30
REGISTRATION

9:00
OPENING IPD BOARD

9:15 - 10:00
FREE WILL: THE PROBLEM OF COGNITIVE

AND MORAL COMPETENCE
D. C. DENNETT

10:00 - 10:45

WHAT PSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS
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G. NORTHOFF

10:45 - 11:15
BREAK
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CONSCIOUS AND UNCONSCIOUS
RELATIONAL PROCESS AND CHANGES
IN PSYCHOANALYSIS
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AUDIENCE DISCUSSION

AFTERNOON

THE LOSS OF CONSCIOUSNESS
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MINIMALLY CONSCIOUS STATE
M. ANTONELLI

15:15 - 15:45
CLINICAL CASE
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MINIMALLY CONSCIOUS STATE
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17:00 - 17:30
AUDIENCE DISCUSSION

SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION (ENGLISH/ITALIAN)
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infodialogues@gmail.com
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